[On the differential diagnostics of depersonalization experiences].
Depersonalization represents an unspecific symptom which is to be found across the entire spectrum of psychiatric nosology. Delineating the historical lines of development of the depersonalization concept and reviewing existing psychopathological experiential knowledge reveals that depersonalization is underpinned by highly diverse modes of experience. In terms of differential diagnostics at the symptom level, a distinction can be made between depersonalization as a neurotic phenomenon on the one hand and a psychotic form occurring in schizophrenia and melancholia on the other. The reference points defined here extend beyond current descriptive classifications and open up the diagnostic process to allow an inclusion of etiological and therapeutic aspects.